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GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 

From the Desk of Your Co-Director 
My, how the time is flying by!  When I think about Rally in the Valley being 
less than 2 months away, I get really excited.  John and I can catch up with so 
many of our far-flung friends and have a great weekend, we get to laugh and 
have fun.  And it's the 30th annual Virginia rally too!!  Wow, just wow.  John 
and I have only been in GWRRA since 2008, but we've been attending RITV 
every year, and plan to continue attending for many years to come.  We have 
made a couple changes to the rally from the past few years; some things are 
new, but others are simply bringing back things the Virginia rally used to do 
years ago, like the Poker Run, Pizza Party, and Best Dressed Competition.  I 
doubt the Rally in the Valley will ever be back to the 2,000 attendees it had in 
the 90's, but that we had to move to the Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Confer-
ence center because we outgrew the Tanglewood location is a very good 
thing.  And with more space, we wanted to bring back some things everyone 
said they enjoyed and missed. 
 
The Sheraton is excited to have us; they've already hosted a couple motorcycle rallies, and are looking for-
ward to our group being there. We get to use an old tennis court for the bike show - no more trying to 
squeeze into an already crowded parking lot - and they will have a large bike wash station set up with water 
& rags, just bring your own soap.  Those who travel know that Sheraton's have nice rooms and amenities; 
this particular one has a Starbucks, an in-house restaurant, and a Shula's 347 Steakhouse on property.  Oh 
and you might want to bring a bathing suit.  They also have an indoor pool, an outdoor pool, and a whirl-
pool (that's where you'll find me Saturday night after closing ceremonies!) 
 
On the following pages you will find a copy of the Rally schedule and contest rules.  Please understand that 
while we would love to say it is set in stone, the schedule is always subject to change.  Sometimes we go to 
set up a class, activity or event and realize the room isn't big enough.    But we will do our best to ensure 
that dates and times are adhered to, as we know that many of you make plans for chapter dinners, rides, 
etc., based on the schedule.  Speaking of dinner, YES, the Home Place will be open.  I know it is a tradition 
for many chapters to go there, and while it is good food at a good price, we enjoy going there particularly 
because it is rare to dine out with 20+ chapter members & friends, and have everyone is seated and fed at 
the same time.   
 
Another rally tradition, Mike "Mountain Man" Lamborne will be on-site, and if you want him to paint your 
bike, trike, helmet, etc., you should consider making an appointment.  I know, I know,  I can see you all 
wondering why I'm promoting a vendor in my article, but it's because last year at RITV, he was booked solid 
- couldn't even get to MY tiny request - and I had a newer attendee complain that they didn't know they 
could make an advance appointment.  Call Mike at 304-668-2229, or email him at  
mtmanart@spruceknob.net to schedule your appointment.  And if you don't call, please do not come fuss-
ing to me at the Rally when he can't get to you. 
 
Before I forget, I wanted to thank all the Virginia members who made it to Tennessee's Spring Fling last 
month, and supported a sister district.  Due to circumstances they could not control, they had to have clas-
ses and entertainment at one location, while vendors, registration, and the rest were at another location.  

John & Kathy Skinner 
VA District Directors 

jskinner8482@gmail.com 
C: 757-613-6192 
H: 757-482-5700 
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Next year, it will all be under one roof again.  But even with the logistical challenge, we saw lots of folks having fun 
and winning stuff!  Al Dowell, Hope Carneal and Kathy Whitworth, all won COY baskets, David & Susan Miller took 
2nd Place for the “Best Dressed" competition, and Kathy Whitworth won a portion of the 50/50.  Virginia was well 
represented by members from chapters C, D, H, K, L, V  & X (and if I just left someone out I apologize!), and we all 
had a great time. 
 
Speaking of other District's rallies, by now you should have gotten the word that West Virginia will 
not have a rally in Elkins this summer.  All the construction workers for that huge Natural Gas pipeline 
project have booked pretty much everything in the area.  And when you can't find hotel rooms for 
your guests, it's hard to put a rally on.  They are hoping to have information coming soon for next 
year's rally, but for now it is 'under construction'. 
 
One last note, our main fundraiser 
this year is the raffle of $1,000 cash 
and other cash prizes.  And from 
what I hear, it has been a rousing 
success.  Please collect all sold tick-
et stubs, monies, and any unsold 
tickets, and send them in to me by 
the end of May. This is to give me 
time to consolidate everything and 
get it ready for ticket sales and the 
drawing at the rally.  It should go 
without saying, but just in case, if 
you are mailing everything to me, 
please send a check, not cash!  Oh, 
and make sure the seller's name is 
on the back of the ticket stubs be-
fore you turn them in; there's a 
prize for whoever sold the winning 
ticket! 
 
Lots of chapter events over the 
next few weeks; like most of you, 
John and I will be hard pressed to 
make them all, but we do hope to 
see many of you out and about.  
And hope to see ALL of you at Rally 
in the Valley! 
 
Keep the shiny side up, 
 

Virginia District Directors
     

John & Kathy Skinner 
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Stepping Aside for Some One to Step Forward...  
It has been a tremendous honor for me to have served as the Virgin-
ia District University Coordinator (DUC) for the past 2 years; a lot has 
changed in the past 2 years. 
 
Prior to my appointment as the DUC, I had been a University Trainer 
since 2012. I attended the first University Trainer class offered in Vir-

ginia; this was the old University Trainer Development Program (UTDP). I remember 
the class well; Jeff Stobie and I traveled to Dumfries, Virginia to attended. 
 
Later that same year, I had an opportunity to present at Rally in the Valley in 2012 and 
jumped at the chance to “get my feet wet”. Little did I know, one of the attendees in 
the seminar I presented was Jim Rambo, the Region N Trainer. That is where Jim and I 
met. We developed a terrific friendship and working relationship as a result of being a 
Trainer. 
 
Then in 2013, I had my first chance to present Training at Wing Ding in Greenville, NC… I jumped at the opportunity. 
The seminar I presented was “Time Management”. I had someone come in the seminar 20 minutes into it; I thought 
Ken Taylor was testing me to see how I would react. That person really needed to attend that seminar. 
 
In 2015, I was asked if I was planning on attending Wing Ding and if I would present training at Huntsville, AL… I 
again jumped at the opportunity. Huntsville was a terrific place to meet people from all over the Association. Pre-
senting training at Wing Ding is extremely rewarding and a fun time. 
 
I had a tremendous opportunity to take part in the first combined district training event; the Virginia/North Carolina 
Training Experience. This was an event held in Danville, Virginia where we had Trainers from not only Virginia and 
North Carolina, but also as far as Tennessee take part.   
 
As a result of Ken Taylor stepping aside as the District Trainer, I was appointed as the Virginia District Trainer in June 
2016. I cannot say enough about Ken Taylor. Ken provided some terrific mentorship to me and told me “Never as-
sume anything; always bring items with you others may have overlooked.” That one phrase still pops into my head 
when I’m preparing to present a seminar or module. 
 
In addition to being appointed as the District Trainer in 2016, I was recognized as the Virginia Trainer of the Year and 
the Region N Trainer of the Year; what a terrific surprise and a tremendous honor. There were a lot of fine Trainers 
in Virginia and Region N; I was humbled by this recognition.  
 
In 2017, Virginia was the first District to host a “Trainers-In-Service” event within Region N. We had Trainers from 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee attend. This was held in Charlottesville, Virginia and could not have been ac-
complished without the planning of Lorrie Thomas. At the time, Lorrie was the Virginia Assistant District Trainer. 
Since that time, Lorrie has been appointed as an Assistant for GWRRA University; terrific job Lorrie. We are lucky to 
have Lorrie within the District to provide information and communications directly from the University. 
 
In 2018, I again have the opportunity to present Training at Wing Ding… I jumped at it. Believe it or not, presenting 
Training at Wing Ding results in multiple things for a Trainer; you meet people from all across the Association and 
you improve your skills as a Trainer. If you are planning on attending Wing Dings in the future and are a Trainer, I en-

Zach & Angie Bon 
VA District University Coordinator 

zachkbon@gmail.com 
757-581-0908  
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courage you consider presenting training; you won’t regret it. I will even go so far as to say, you’ll be glad you did and 
will want to do it again in the future. 
 
It’s time for me to step aside and allow for a Trainer to step forward for this rewarding position. My professional life 
is just too busy for me to provide the attention required of an Officer at this level in the Association. In the past, I’ve 
traveled to San Diego, Chicago, and Newport Rhode Island on business and find myself in the evening working late 
into the evening once my working day is done to ensure I’m not missing anything for the members. 
 
I made a promise to myself that when I no longer had the time to perform in this position, I would step aside; that 
time is now. If you are looking for a way to “enhance” your membership and want to provide more to others, I urge 
you to consider if the DUC position is for you. There is a lot involved with this position; administration is the bulk. If 
you are organized and have the time to dedicate to the Office, please talk with John and Kathy Skinner. I would be 
happy to discuss with you one-on-one if you want more information. 
 
In closing, it has been a huge honor for me to have served as the DUC. I dedicated all the time I could but didn’t have 
more time to give; time that was required. I plan on remaining an active Trainer and urge others to consider stepping 
forward to consider being a Trainer. 
 
Thanks to all for allowing me the opportunity to serve the District; see you on the road and classroom. 

District University Coordinators (DUC)       Zach  & Angie Bon 

Riding weather is taking a long time getting here...  
...Punxsutawney Phil really missed the mark this year. (smile). 
 
National GWRRA has been reminding everyone to stay active with their membership 
renewal. The District Directors have been reminded by National of something we have 
run into in the District and have spoken with some of you about it. When an Officer 
steps forward and the Appointing Officer fills out the Officer Change and Appointing 
form. Are you aware that the term for the Officer is one year? All of our Officer terms 
are for a year at a time and they are to renewed for another year after a review from 
the Appointing Officer. 
   
Here is the problem: That means when we fill out the paperwork, we have to be cer-
tain that the membership expiration date of the Officer's is the same length, or longer, 
than the term of office. If an Officer is appointed on January 1, then that officer's membership needs to go at least 
January 1 of next year. Our Officers expiration dates need to be January or later. If they expire before then, their pa-
perwork cannot be processed until they renew their membership to cover their term of office. 
 
Are you ready for Rally in the Valley? It’s June 28-30, 2018 at the Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center in Roanoke, 
VA. Great things are going to happen. If you are looking for fun, don't miss out on RITV.  Remember that the Couples 
of the Year will have their Gift Baskets for Auction, and the Chapter will also have their Gift Basket for you to win and 
take home. 
 
We all hope all members come and support our Chapters Couple of the year going up for District Selection. 
See you on the road…  

Asst. District Directors North       Allen & Debbie Dowell 

Allen & Debbie Dowell 
Asst. District Directors North 

mickeydowell1240@gmail.com 
804-222-1303  
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Hello Virginia!    
Riding season is in full swing and we hope everyone is taking ad-
vantage of the beautiful weather.  There are a lot of Chapters spon-
soring events within the next several months and we hope you have 
marked your calendars to support these chapters.  Remember, to get 
support, you should give support.  It takes us all to keep Virginia Dis-

trict moving in a fun and positive way.  We are known as the FUN District! 
 
Speaking of FUN; Rally in the Valley is approaching very soon.  Hope you have already 
registered.  This is our Rally and the time to show other Districts our hospitality and 
friendliness.  We are working very hard to make this the best Rally ever.  But to do 
this, we will need your support and help from all Virginia District Chapters.  There are 
many scheduled events, tables, and FUN things that will need volunteers to help it to 
be a success.  If you are willing to volunteer some of your time at the Rally, please con-
tact me (ltcope10@yahoo.com, 804-694-9639 cell), the Membership Enhancement 
Program is full of things to do and would greatly appreciate the help.  
 
This year we will be presenting the 2017 Chapter of the Year at Opening Ceremony!  Come and see what Chapters 
went above and beyond and had the most FUN.  Also the Quarterly Newsletter Awards, the Couples Auction Baskets, 
the Chapter Baskets, Table Decorations, Dessert Bake-Off, WINGO, Games, Best Dressed Competition, and our favor-
ite, Line Dancing will be sponsored by the Membership Enhancement Program. 
 
A lot of change is taking place in the Membership Enhancement Programs that will provide more fun to us all.  We 
are known as the FUN People.  The Chapter Couples have been visiting around the globe and also chasing the Travel-
ing Plaque: thank you Couple’s for being Ambassadors for GWRRA and spreading the word about such a great organ-
ization and about the Couple’s Program.  Next month we will have the honor of another couple taking the reins as 
Virginia District Couple for 2018-2019 as Steve and Sherry step down and prepare for their next step as International 
Couple of the Year.  I’m excited about the new couple moving up; but, who will it be?  Come out and support this 
great event at Rally in the Valley!  With the restructure of The Couple of the Year Program, Virginia will have two 
Couples that can participate in the 2019 International Couple of the Year Selection. Go Virginia!  
 
I have also included all the updates and latest information for your review in this Newsletter.  If you have any ques-
tions about any Membership Enhancement activities, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  Please take the time to 
find out what is happening in such a great Program!  Hope to see you soon and continue to have FUN! 
 
 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators      Denise & Ervin Blake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ervin & Denise Blake 
VA District 

Membership Enhancement 
ltcope10@yahoo.com 

804-693-4286 
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Memo from MEP Program Director’s 

Your Membership Enhancement Program team is continually trying to improve our programs and communications 
to our members.  As you know, we have made significant changes over the past year and we are looking forward to 
these exciting program improvements over the coming year and beyond. 
 
As we get feedback from the general membership, we often initiate a plan of action to help us best determine our 
next steps forward.  Our Couple of the Year Program gets a significant number of inquiries from our members.  Over 
the past couple of years, we have been hearing some concern about the financial impact to our Couples who are 
considering moving forward to the International Selection Process.   
 
Our Couples feel a tremendous sense of obligation to visit or attend practically every rally near and far.  They worry 
about the time it takes for all the visitations they feel they should make.  They worry about the financial cost of trav-
elling to all these various District events as they prepare for that final stage of their COY journey.  For many, it is 
holding them back from participating.  For others, the financial pressure is taking the enjoyment away from what 
should be one of the most rewarding experiences in their GWRRA involvement.  This is resulting in a lot of miscon-
ceptions out there about the Couple of the Year Program and what is expected of them.   
 
With the creation of six International Couples next year, the time is perfect for your couples to step forward.  We 
want to remove any stumbling blocks that may be in their way. 
 
We would like to clear up a lot of this confusion and we really could use your help.  We have attached an Info Sheet 
that we ask you to share with all your members.  If you could please email this attachment out to everyone in your 
District and include it in your newsletters, this would be a tremendous help. 
 
We are sure you agree that GWRRA has some of the finest couples you will ever meet.  Let’s work together to make 
sure that EVERYONE has an equal opportunity to participate. 
Thank you all for caring and sharing! 
 

Larry & Penny Anthony  Directors   Membership Enhancement Program 
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New Recognition Award from Membership Enhancement Program  

 

“Make a Difference” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have that "someone special" in your Chapter whom you wish 

to recognize, or just want to thank someone who has done something 

that deserves public recognition - without all the rules? Give them this 

new “Make a Difference” pin, and a Certificate of Appreciation signed 

by GWRRA’s President and the MEP Directors. The certificate is a filla-

ble document that can be downloaded from O’connect.  The pins can 

be ordered from Home Office or contact Denise! 
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SPIRIT OF VIRGINIA 

All members within GWRRA are outstanding members, but there are those few who continue to help others and ex-

emplify the motto of this organization, "Friends for fun, safety and knowledge." These members deserve to be rec-

ognized for their contributions that go above and beyond. The "Spirit of Virginia" award is presented to an outstand-

ing person or couple with in the Virginia GWRRA District that represents this meaning.  

With that in mind, an award has been initiated to recognize this member. Only one award will be presented in any 

year. If a deserving recipient or couple is nominated and selected, the presentation will be made at the District Rally. 

The member(s) receiving this award does not have to prove themselves by any type of test or oral presentation. 

They do not have to present themselves in any way after they have been nominated. In fact, it is preferred the nomi-

nated person(s) is not aware of the nomination. A selection panel will be chosen each year to consider all nomina-

tions received and will select one award recipient. The nominator of the selected recipient will be contacted upon 

selection to ensure that the recipient will be attending Rally in the Valley for presentation of the Award. 

Rules of the award are as follows:  
 
• The nominee or couple must be a member of the Virginia GWRRA with membership fees paid in full for the year 

they are nominated. 
• The nominator(s) must also be member(s) of the Virginia GWRRA with membership fees paid for the year they 

are nominating. 
• The nominator(s) does/do not have to be an officer or hold any position within GWRRA. 
• The nominator(s) must submit a written dissertation stating why they believe the person or couple should be 

considered for this prestigious award. Try to be as comprehensive as possible as to why the nominee or couple 
should be considered. 

• The written dissertation is to be submitted to the Chapter Director or Assistant Chapter Director of the nomina-
tor's Chapter to be forwarded to the District Director. All nominations are to be sent US Mail or electronic mail (e
-mail) to the District Director, or their designated recipient, and received no later than May 20, 2018. 

• The selection panel will then consider the submitted nominations to determine if a "Spirit of Virginia" award war-
rants presentation at that year's District Rally. 

 
How does a member or couple qualify for this prestigious award? "By their works you shall know them." 
 
 
Information required 

Vernon L. Needham “Spirit of Virginia” Award 
 
Nominator’s Name:      Membership Number: 
Address: 
Email address:       
Phone#: 
 
Nominee’s Name:                  Membership Number:  
 
Nomination:  Write up your reasons for the nomination and their accomplishments... 
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Thank You!   
I would like to send a huge thankyou to Leroy, Bob, and April for tak-
ing care of Virginia Rider Education for everyone in my absence. The 
Rider ed program in Virginia has made great progress in my absence 
and it is in no small part due to the efforts of Leroy, Bob, and April. I 
was kept in the loop on many aspects of what was happening but as 
you might imagine I was also busy overseas so I let these three great 
volunteers take the lead and they did a great job. It is obvious that 

having a TEAM of people is the way we should operate as the TEAM can disperse the 
workload and ensure everyone is taken care of. I can’t say it enough but THANK YOU 
Leroy, Bob, and April! I appreciate everything you all have done for Rider Education, 
GWRRA, and its members.  
 
Yes, I am finally home, sitting on our comfortable couch while I type this. It sure is funny how it’s the simple things 
we miss while on deployment. I obviously missed my family, seeing April’s beautiful face every day, watching the 
kids take care of schoolwork and enjoying the company of friends. But I also missed having a couch to sit on while I 
type on my laptop, being able to walk around without shoes on without getting dirt all over my feet and having more 
than 2 or 3 channels to choose from on the tv even though I really just use TV for ambient noise while I do other 
things.  
 
So where have I been and what did I do? Well, some of you know already but for those that don’t know my squad-
ron has a detachment in Italy and they needed me to get over there when a Chief needed to come home for person-
al reasons. Working in Naples, Italy with the Italians was interesting to say the least. Besides the obvious language 
barrier, there is also a work ethic barrier as I learned that we Americans tend to work a bit harder and faster than 
the people of Italy. As is always the case there were good days and bad days but I’d rather not focus on the bad. 
While in Italy, April and I were able to surprise the kids and they all got on the Patriot Express (Military flight) to Italy 
and we got to spend some family time in Rome and the kids saw Pompeii up close and Mt Vesuvius was visible from 
my lodging accommodations. Oh, and the new years celebration in Naples is about 1000 times better than America. 
Although I believe it is due to their lack of rules with fireworks over there. Traffic in Naples is insane, scooters rule 
the road and if you own a car it is not an object of status like in America. It is merely a vehicle to get you from point 
A to B. If you make eye contact with another driver you are giving them the right of way so many drivers don’t pay 
attention to anything except what is directly in front of them. I joked that driving in Italy was probably similar to a 
mechanical running of the bulls.  
 
After some time in Italy, I had the pleasure of getting underway on the USS Mount Whitney, crossed the equator, 
saw visited Africa and got to experience some heavy seas. My final few weeks were spent in Rota, Spain and I’ve al-
ready told April that we should plan a vacation there sometime in the not so distant future as the place is beautiful.  
 
I cannot stress this enough though. The Rider Education team here in Virginia is awesome and they have done some 
great things in my absence. It was nice knowing that things back home were being taken care of and I didn’t need to 
worry about it. On a side note, I spent some time overseas where my email didn’t work and when I finally got it 
working I had over 500 emails. If you emailed me and it is still pertinent, please email me again or chat me up as 
April and I attend various events. I didn’t want anyone to think I intentionally ignored them but when weeding 
through so many emails things can get lost easily.  
   

VA Assistant District Educators       Will & April Kumley 

Will & April Kumley 
VA District Educator 
kumley@verizon.net 

757-270-2961 
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VA-L hosts Cruise in for Safety       … Zach Bon 

Virginia Chapter-L (Chesapeake) has always demonstrated “outside of the box” thinking. Since May is National Mo-

torcycle Safety Awareness month, VA-L decided to host a safety event; Cruise in for Safety. The event was held 05 

May at Chesapeake Square Mall. VA-L partnered with the Virginia State Police, Chesapeake Police Department, Ches-

apeake Fire Department, and the Motorcycle Safety League of Virginia. 

Virginia motorcycle deaths in 2017 peeked at 107; that is a 48% increase from 2016. This numbers are a staggering 

indication of how dangerous it is to ride a motorcycle but there must be a reason for this drastic increase. Two rea-

sons are distracted driving and riding. In Virginia, the largest group of motorcycle deaths in 2017 were ages above 

51; that is the age group of the majority of the participants in VA-L. 

The event took a lot of planning; where would the event be held, how much room was needed, what would be the 

cost of the venue, what would we present to the public about motorcycle safety, etc… you get the idea. We had mul-

tiple meetings to brainstorm who and idea could be presented. Once we had a plan drafted, we went to work. 

I must tell you this was a TEAM (together every accomplishes more) effort. No one person could have done this; no 

one person was more important than the others. As the Chapter Director (CD), I presented items we had to consider. 

Before we knew it, the plan seemed to be ready to put into place. Our Chapter Educator/Motorist Awareness Coor-

dinator contacted the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Communications Director and the result was 

VDOT agreed to show “Motorcycle Safety Month is May; Look Twice and Save a Life” at all electronic signs in Virginia 

for the month of May. 

The event would be focused on Motorcycle Safety; demonstrations on Motorcycle Crash Scene Response, First Aid & 

CPR, TCLOCS, presenting riding gear for weather conditions, blind spot display, and the Old Dominion Precision Drill 

Team would perform. 

We contacted the Chesapeake 

Police Department (CPD) about 

the event and they were happy to 

partner with VA-L. Once we had 

the CPD involved, we reached out 

to the Chesapeake Fire Depart-

ment (CFD). Once we partnered 

with the CFD, our Chapter Educa-

tor/Motorist Awareness Coordi-

nator got us on a local television 

show to talk about our Cruise in 

for Safety event. This really got 

our event exposed to a large pop-

ulation area. 

 
Participants of VA-L with the CPD on the Hampton Roads Show to talk about Cruise in 
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I was then contacted by the local 

television station in Chesapeake, 

WCTV, to film information about the 

upcoming event. The interview was 

aired on television with the results 

of local elections, we got more ex-

posure to the Chesapeake commu-

nity.  

We were then contacted by WAVY 

10, one of the 3 premiere news sta-

tions in the Hampton Roads area. 

WAVY 10 was doing a series of sto-

ries about the increase in motorcy-

cle accidents and heard about our 

event. I was interviewed to see 

what my opinion of the biggest in-

crease in motorcycle accidents was; 

my response was distracted drivers 

and riders. 

On the day of the event, the weath-

er could not have been better; tem-

peratures in the upper 70’s with clear skies. We set up out Crash Scene Response, TCLOCS, All the Gear All the Time 

(ATGATT), First Aid & CPR tents, and our blind spot display. 

There was no fee to attend the event, open to the 

public and riders. We wanted motorists to meet rid-

ers and riders to meet motorists. We had registration 

to track the number of people attending and provid-

ed a wrist-band. This wrist-band also was used to 

show the Mall food vendors they were attending the 

event and received a substantial discount. 

The Motorcycle Safety League of Virginia is contract-

ed by the Virginia Department of Motorcycle Safety 

League of Virginia (MSLV) is contracted by the Virgin-

ia DMV to assist in motorcycle training. The MSLV 

brought their Skid Bike. The Skid Bike is attached to 

outrigger wheels that prevent the bike from falling. 

The Skid Bike is electronically controlled to modify 

the breaker power and traction; this allows the rider 

VA-L Chapter Director Zach Bon talks with 

WAVY 10 about motorcycle accidents and 

Cruise in for Safety 

VA-L participant Sherry Morgan riding 

the Skid Bike at Cruise in for Safety 
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to experience different situation in a safe and controlled environment.  

The blind spot dis-

play was a huge hit; 

one of our partici-

pants brought her 

Class A RV for peo-

ple to sit in the driv-

er’s seat to see how 

large the blind spot 

was. People were 

amazed how far the 

motorcycle had to 

be behind the RV to be seen by the driver; the distance was 75 feet.  

CPD Motorcycle Officer Gary Hilber attended the event to take part in our crash scene response demonstrations. 

Officer Hilber also spoke to the attendees after the crash scene response demonstrations about how riders can work 

the scene before the first responders arrive on scene. 

We also had the CFD take part in the crash scene response demonstrations. Afterwards, they talked about what rid-

ers and bystanders can do at the scene before they arrive on scene. One thing I found very interesting from what the 

CFD said was hear-

ing groaning from 

the victim. They said 

if you hear groaning, 

that is good; they 

are breathing. I had 

never thought about 

that, but it stuck in 

my head. 

Once the CPD and 

CFD talked, we had 

staff from Chesa-

peake Regional 

Healthcare Hospital 

Emergency Room 

talk about what we 

could do at the sce-

ne to help the 

chances of the vic-

tim before the first 

The blind spot is 75 feet behind this RV, it was an eye-opener 

for the Cruise in for Safety event 

Crash Scene Response Demonstration 
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responders arrive.  

The event took a lot 

of planning and was 

well received by 

everyone; we re-

ceived numerous 

comments about 

putting on a safety 

event. We present-

ed 2 crash scene re-

sponse demonstra-

tions; one at 11:00 

am and the other at 

12:45 pm. After we 

presented the 2nd 

crash scene re-

sponse, the CPD and 

CFD both comment-

ed how well the 

training is in GWRRA 

regrading accidents. Both departments stated this was the best training they had seen by any motorcycle organiza-

tion.  

If you are considering something to do for your Chapter, I urge you to consider a safety event for the community, 

not just riders. I think you’ll be happy you did. 

 

First Responders talk at the Crash 

Scene Response demonstration 
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Motorcycle Auxiliary Light Bill Signed by The Governor   ...April 22, 2018 

HB 1464, the motorcycle auxiliary light bill that was introduced by Delegate Roxann Robinson at the request of the 

Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) was signed by the Governor.  The bill will become law as of July 1, 2018. 

   

As of July 1st, Virginia motorcyclists will be able to utilize aftermarket lighting to improve visibility even if such 

lighting is not approved by the Superintendent of the Virginia State Police, or any other federal agency or safety or-

ganization.  Below is the language that the bill added to 46.2-1012 of the Code of Virginia: 

  

Notwithstanding § 46.2-1002, motorcycles or autocycles may be equipped with standard bulb running lights or light-

emitting diode (LED) pods or strips as auxiliary lighting. Such lighting shall be (i) either red or amber in color, (ii) di-

rected toward the ground in such a manner that no part of the beam will strike the level of the surface on which the 

motorcycle or autocycle stands at a distance of more than 10 feet from the vehicle, and (iii) designed for vehicular 

use. Such lighting shall not (a) project a beam of light of an intensity greater than 25 candlepower or its equivalent 

from a single lamp or bulb; (b) be blinking, flashing, oscillating, or rotating; or (c) be attached to the wheels of the 

motorcycle or autocycle. 

   

Thank you to everyone who worked to pass this legislation, and thank you to each and every one of you who took 

the time to send an email or write a letter in support of this bill.  As always, this was a group effort.  

  

If you have any questions about this bill or any other matters concerning motorcycle related laws, do not hesitate to 

reach out to me.  

 

Matt Danielson  McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller   The Motorcycle Law Group 

1-800-321-8968  Motorcyclelawgroup.com 

This lighting example is not 

compliant with the new law! 



16 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       



17 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       



18 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       



19 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       



20 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       

 



21 GWRRA—Southeast Territory - Virginia District 
Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge      Volume 35 • Issue 5 •  May 2018 

      Virginia District Times       

CONTEST RULES FOR RALLY IN THE VALLEY 2018  

TABLE DECORATING  
• Open to all Virginia GWRRA chapters, winning chapter receives $50 cash 

• Table will be set up in the Turin Ballroom. You have from 2pm to 4pm on Friday to decorate ONE table. 

• Table decorations must fit the overall Rally theme and/or your chapter assignment 

• Table size is standard 6'x 2.5' banquet table. 

• Decorations have no limit in height, but must be stable and able to stand on its own as tables may not be against a wall. Table dec-
orations may touch, but not drape onto the floor or create a trip hazard. 

• No lit flames or balloons allowed. 

• Once set up, please do not remove anything until after Friday night entertainment so everyone can enjoy them. Decorations may 
be left overnight as the ballroom can be secured, however, all decorations MUST be removed by the end of closing ceremonies on 
Saturday. 

 
BEST DRESSED  

• Two Categories (GWRRA & International), two classifications(Couple and Chapter); winner of each receives $25 cash 

• All participants should pre-register at the MEC table  
 
Best Dressed GWRRA 

• Open to ALL GWRRA members 

• Two Classifications: Couple and Chapter 

• Each COUPLES participant must wear a vest with the 10 inch GWRRA back patch, 4 inch GWRRA front patch, and GWRRA member-
ship pin 

• Each CHAPTER participant should have a shirt or vest with GWRRA logo and their Chapter logo. 

• Participants may be requested to turn around to allow judges to see outfits. 

• Participants will be judged on appearance, poise, and uniformity of apparel (shirt color, placement of patches, pins, etc.)  
 
Best Dressed Rally Theme (International)  

• Open to ALL GWRRA Members 

• Two Classifications: Couple and Chapter 

• Each participant must be dressed in a coherent theme representing a single country, but costumes do not have to match 

• Participants may be requested to turn around to allow judges to see outfits. 

• Participants will be judged on appearance, poise, and uniqueness of attire, and how well judges feel it represents the chosen coun-
try. 

** A couple may participate both as a couple and with their chapter, and al participants may enter both the GWRRA and International com-
petition, HOWEVER, al judging will be held back-to-back, and wil not be delayed to allow for costume changes. If you are a quick change 
artist and want to be in more than 1 competition, fine, but you must be ready when called. 

 
CHAPTER BASKET COMPETITION  

• Each basket ticket will be sold for $1 for 1 ticket or 6 tickets for $5. Each chapter will receive 50% of the proceeds from their basket. 
Chapter with the most tickets for their basket receives 100% of their proceeds. 

• Basket ticket sales will start at 12noon Thursday, and close 2pm on Saturday. Winning ticket drawn 2:30pm Saturday. If winner not 
present, basket will be brought to closing ceremonies. Winner still not present, new ticket will be drawn. 

• Each chapter may submit only ONE basket for the raffle. Multiple baskets will be combined into one ‘prize’. 

• Basket does not have to follow the Rally theme. 

• Basket may be any size or shape and in any type of container (does not have to be a basket) but as folks ride to the rally, try to size 
it to fit in a motorcycle trailer. 

• Basket MUST be wrapped so that contents cannot fall out, and donating chapter MUST be identified. 

• It is helpful to have a list of basket items on either a separate sheet next to the basket or one that’s easily read inside the wrapping 
and includes an approximate value, but is not required. 

• While a small bottle of wine/beer that fits the basket theme (i.e. a food basket) is acceptable, alcohol cannot be the primary focus 
of the basket. GWRRA does not promote alcohol at events. 

• Baskets must be presented to either the registration desk or the District MEC NO LATER than 9am Friday morning, but the earlier 
the better. 
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COY BASKET SUBMISSIONS  
• Each basket will be put up for Silent Auction. Silent Auction will open at 12:00pm Thursday and close at 2:00pm Saturday 

• Basket may be any size or shape and in any type of container (does not have to be a basket) but as folks ride to the rally, try to 
make sure it would fit in a motorcycle trailer. 

• Basket must be wrapped so that contents cannot fall out, and donating couple MUST be identified. 

• It is helpful to have a list of basket items on either a separate sheet next to the basket or one that’s easily read inside the wrapping. 
Approximate value is helpful but not required. 

• Baskets should be themed as directed by the District COY and/or MEC. 

• While a small bottle of wine with a food-themed basket is acceptable, wine (or any other alcohol) cannot be the focus. Remember 
that GWRRA does not promote alcohol at events. 

• Baskets must be presented to either the registration desk or the District MEC NO LATER than 9am Friday morning, but the earlier 
the better. 

 
RITV BAKE-OFF  

• Open to ALL registered Rally in the Valley attendees; winner receives $25 cash. 

• A participant may have more than one entry 

• Baked goods must be in the designated category (or categories). For Virginia members, this is a dessert from your chapter's as-
signed country. For members outside Virginia, any International dessert is acceptable. 

• All entries should have the participant name and chapter taped to the BOTTOM of the entry. 

• All goods to be entered must be delivered to the Hospitality Room between 9am and 10am on Friday. Bobbie Jo Harrison of VA-K is 
in charge of the judges, but if she is not available when you arrive, make sure whomever you hand it off to knows that it is for the 
JUDGING, and not the general food table. After the judges have sampled all entries, the remainder will be dispersed through the 
Hospitality Room. 

 
BIKE SHOW  

• Open to ALL registered Rally in the Valley attendees; winner of each category receives a plaque, Best in Show receives plaque and 
$25 cash. Bikes entered in show will also be in a random drawing for $25 cash. 

• There will be 7 categories of classification, and judging will be People's Choice. Each Rally attendee may vote for 1 bike per catego-
ry. There will not be an option to purchase additional votes. 

• The Bike show is Rain or Shine, unless the weather is detrimental to safely riding the motorcycle to move it into position. 

• A bike wash station will be provided by the hotel at the loading dock. 

• All bikes must be in the show area by 11:30am Saturday to compete. 

• Once the bike is in the show area, there will be no more cleaning allowed. 

• Bikes must be placed on their center stand, and left in place until 1pm Saturday. 

• Do not interfere with anyone else's bike. Violating this rule will disqualify your bike from the show. 

 
POKER RUN (prizes TBD) 

• All rally attendees will receive 1 Poker Hand sheet with their registration. Winner determined per standard 5-card Poker Hands, 
without suit ranking or wild cards. Ties will be decided by random drawing. 

• 1st place, 2nd place, and possibly a booby prize for worst hand will be awarded. 

• Five cards may be drawn at the poker run table. 

• If attendee goes on the poker run, and brings back to the poker run table a receipt, brochure, card, or selfie from the two designat-
ed stops on the poker run, the attendee may draw 2 additional cards at no cost. 

• If attendee elects to not go on poker run, they may purchase up to two additional cards for $1 each. 

• No attendee can submit more than 1 poker hand; no poker hand can have more than 7 cards drawn. 

• All poker hands must be turned in NO LATER THAN 1pm on Saturday. 
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All Chapters Picnic 

September 15, 2018 

Tuckers Recreation & Marine Park 
Rt.666 - 244 Barn Rd. Shacklefords, VA. 23156 

(10:AM- 3:PM)  

  

2018 Chapter Couples of the Year, 

would like to “Welcome” you to our annual appreciation Picnic.  
We would love to see as many GWRRA Chapters and new faces 

as we gather here at this annual vent.   

                                                                       

   

 

“Dessert Auction” 
Join in the dessert auction and Fun! 

Bring an Auction Item! 

     Please bring a Covered  Dish or Dessert! 

 We Need head count from all Chapter Directors 

Deadline: September 9, 2018 

Contacts: 

District MEC:    Denise & Ervin Blake      804-694-7407   Ltcope10@yahoo.com                                                                                                  

District Couple:  Steve & Sherry Morgan  757-648-5125   smorgan1701d@verizon.net 

mailto:smorgan1701d@verizon.net
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CHAPTER LOCATION CHAPTER DIRECTOR PHONE SOCIAL GATHERING 

VA-A Burke Mary O'Connor 
director@gwrravaa.org 703-378-3873 2nd Wednesday 

VA-B1 Tappahannock Jim & Beverly Evans 
jevansez@gmail.com   3rd Sunday 

VA-C Newport News 
Dave & Donna Huey 

DHUEY1800@cox.net  
757-719-0668  2nd Sunday 

VA-D Richmond 
Fritz Sassine & Iris Guillet  

fritz.sassine@gmail.com 
804-938-9183  4th Wednesday 

VA-E Fredericksburg Gordon Combs 
gorcom@msn.com  540-840-0394  3rd Wednesday 

VA-F Winchester Stephanie Davis 
davis.stehanie80@yahoo.com 540-664-6430  4th Sunday 

VA-H Abingdon Paul & Dorothy Baker 
 09nellie@comcast.net 276-628-6047 2nd Tuesday 

VA-I Manassas Mack and Tracey McMillan 
mack.mcmillan52@yahoo.com  571-338-5418  2nd Sunday 

VA-K Roanoke Bobbie Jo Harrison  
threewheelcruzin@verizon.net  540-309-0566  2nd Monday 

VA-L Chesapeake Zac & Angie Bon 
zachkbon@gmail.com  757-581-0908  4th Tuesday 

VA-O Williamsburg Ray & Tammie Pierce 
gwrravaochapterdirector@cox.net 757-268-6286 4th Sunday 

VA-R Harrisonburg Gary Hoover 
hoov@shentel.net  1st Sunday 

VA-V Bedford Jonathan Whitworth 
otterridevav@gmail.com  540-425-0028  3rd Sunday 

VA-W Chester Linda Carlyle 
lindaredwing05@verizon.net   804-652-9520  2nd Tuesday 

VA-X Salem Larry Stanton 
larry25022@gmail.com 540-922-1401 1st Saturday 

2015, 2016 2017  
FRIENDLIEST CHAPTER 

VA-O Williamsburg 

V I R G I N I A  C H A P T E R S  

WELCOME TO 

VIRGINIA 
VIRGINIA IS FOR  GV VRRA 

http://www.gwrravaa.org/
mailto:director@gwrravaa.org
http://www.Rappahannockwings.com
mailto:mjevansez@gmail.com
http://www.gwrravac.com/
mailto:DHUEY1800@cox.net
http://www.richmondwings.com/
mailto:fritz.sassine@gmail.com
http://www.battlefieldwings.com/
mailto:gorcom@msn.com
http://www.gwrra-va-f.freeservers.com/
mailto:davis.stehanie80@yahoo.com
mailto:%2009nellie@comcast.net
mailto:mack.mcmillan52@yahoo.com
http://www.gwrravak.ning.com/
mailto:threewheelcruzin@verizon.net
http://www.gwrraval.org/
mailto:zachkbon@gmail.com
http://www.gwrravao.org/
mailto:gwrravaochapterdirector@cox.net
http://www.var-gwrra.com/
mailto:hoov@shentel.net
http://gwrravav.ning.com/
mailto:otterridevav@gmail.com
http://www.gwrrava-w.org/
mailto:lindaredwing05@verizon.net
http://www.salemwings.webs.com/
mailto:larry25022@gmail.com
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Date Chapter 2018 Event 

Jan 1 Holiday New Year Day 

Jan 20  VA District Ops Meeting at the North Garden Ridge Volunteer Fire Company  

Jan 27 Virginia Medic First Aid / CPR Class—Middle Peninsula Regional Airport, West Point 

Feb 8—10  Maryland Winter Thing Ocean City, MD 

Feb 23-25  WASHINGTON D.C MOTORCYCLE SHOW WALTER E. WASHINGTON CONVENTION CENTER  

Feb 24 F VA-F Crazy Supper 

Mar 3 Virginia Couples of the Year Meet & Greet at Big Mouth Rest. 4338 S Laburnam Ave Richmond 

Mar 11  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Mar 17 K VA-K Chili Cook-Off Vinton Senior Center, 820 E. Washington Ave. 

Mar 24 Virginia Medic First Aid / CPR Class—Dulles Public Safety Center 

Apr 7 X VA-X Spaghetti Dinner Evangelical Methodist Church, 1920 Lucas St. Salem, VA 

Apr 12-14  Tennessee Tennessee District Rally “Spring Fling”: Ranada Inn, Pigeon Forge, TN 

Apr 21 A VA-A Picnic in the Park Shenandoah National Park  Mile Marker #37, Pinnacles Picnic Area 

May 5 L VA-L Cruise In For Safety Chesapeake Square Mall 

May 12 D VA-D Celebrating Mom  - Dorey Park Henrico, VA 

May 19 V VA-V Chick’n Pick’n 

May 28 Holiday Memorial Day 

May 31.Jun 2 Missouri Wingin The Ozarks MO District Rally   Branson, MO 

Jun 4-9 New York  Americade 35 – Lake George, NY 

Jun 9 B1 VA-B1 Scavenger Run Tappahannock Airport, Airport Rd Tappahannock, VA 

Jun 16 O VA-O Casino Picnic New Quarter Park, Williamsburg, VA 

Jun 16 A VA-A Poker Run 

Jun 18  International “Ride To Work” Day (3rd Monday in June) 

Jun 28-30 Virginia Virginia Rally In The Valley at the Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference Center 

Jul 4 Holiday Independence Day 

Jul 19-21 WV West Virginia District Rally “Down Home Rally”: Elkin, WV 

Aug 16-18 Kentucky  The Blast—Kentucky District Rally Cave City 

Aug 28-31  Wing Ding Wing Ding 40 : Knoxville, TN 

Sep 1-2  Wing Ding  Wing Ding 40 : Knoxville, TN 

Sep 3 Holiday Labor Day 

Sep 15 Virginia All Chapters Picnic—Tucker’s Beach 244 Barn Rd, Shacklefords, VA 23156  

Sep 22 W VA-W Party in the Park    Point of Rocks Park  Shelter 4     Enon Church Rd   Chester, VA 

Sep 27-29  N C NC District Rally Haywood County Fair Grounds        758 Crabtree Rd. Waynesville, NC 

Oct 6 C VA-C  Fall Sprawl Extravaganza 485 Simmons Lane. White Stone, VA 

Nov 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Nov 22 Holiday Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 25 Holiday Christmas Day 

http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrra-va-f.freeservers.com/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrravak.ning.com/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.salemwings.webs.com/
http://www.gwrratn.org/
http://www.gwrravaa.org/
http://www.gwrraval.org/
http://www.richmondwings.com/
http://gwrravav.ning.com/
http://mogwrra.mogwrra.org/
http://americade.com/
http://www.rappahannockwings.com/
http://www.gwrravao.org/
http://www.gwrravaa.org/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.wvgwrra.org/
http://www.gwrraky.com/
https://wing-ding.org/
https://wing-ding.org/
http://www.gwrrava.org/
http://www.gwrranc.org/
http://www.gwrravac.com/
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Virginia District Team 

POSITION NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

District Director John & Kathy Skinner 757-613-6192  jskinner8482@gmail.com 

Asst. DD West  Wayne & Kathy Whitworth 540-875-8064  wayne69997@yahoo.com       

Asst. DD North Allen & Debbie Dowell 804-222-1303  mickeydowell1240@gmail.com 

District Educator Will Kumley 757-270-2961 kumley@verizon.net 

Asst. District Educator   Bob Beltz    757-869-8277 beltzb@cox.net 

Interim District Educator  Leroy Gross 301-641-1032 leroygross@outlook.com 

District University Coordinator Zach Bon 757-581-0908  zachkbon@gmail.com  

District Treasurer Tria Gray 804-241-4379 tlgray40@gmail.com 

Member Enhancement Denise & Ervin Blake 804-693-4268  ltcope10@yahoo.com 

Asst.  Membership Enhancement Candy Picagli 757-593-0155 chpicagli@live.com  

District Couple of the Year Steve & Sherry Morgan 757-647-5125 smorgan1701d@verizon.net 

CPR/MFA Coordinator Ken Taylor 703-819-6766 2012pearlwhiterider@comcast.net 

District Special Events Coord. Bobbie Jo Harrison 540-890-2890 threewheelcruzin@verizon.net 

District Rally Vendor Coord. Linda Carlyle  804-652-9520  lindaredwing05@verizon.net 

Asst. Vendor Coord. Trish Adams 757-538-9989  onebchnut@charter.net 

Newsletter Editor Roman Paryz 757-687-9282 roman.paryz@gmail.com 

National 

GWRRA President Anita Alkire  president@gwrra.org 

GWRRA Directors Emeritus Ray & Sandi Garris   director@gwrra.org 

http://www.gwrrava.org/ACD_west_Bio.html
http://www.gwrrava.org/Treasurer_Bio.html
mailto:president@gwrra.org
mailto:director@gwrra.org

